g
—

eekend
scapé

'|

.-‘ll.
i

1T

Tracey and

" Mark Berkner
restored the
Volcano
Union Inn.

Volcano

A 20-second
guide

Get there Volcanoisin
Amador County, about

60 miles southeast of Sacra-
mento. You can take State
49 to Sutter Creek and head
northeast on Ridge Rd. to
Volcano; or from Jackson,
take State 88 and Pine
Grove—Volcano Rd.

stay and eat Volcano
Union Inn. Downstairs,

the pub ($3) serves dinner
Friday through Monday,
lunch weekends. 4 rooms
from $99; volcanounion.com
St. George Hotel. Plan to
spend an evening or two

in the hotel’s Whiskey Flat
Saloon ($). 13 rooms from $98;
stgeorgehotel.com

Hide out in the foothills

Justin time for the holidays: Volcano is the prettiest Gold Country town

no one has heard of. Yet. By Peter Fish | photographs by jennifer martiné

“There was one review on Yelp,” Tracey
Berkner says. “It read, ‘My wife decided
to stay in the Wild West town of Volcano
forever.””

Volcano. On Yelp. It’s a new era here
in the world’s most beautiful tiny town.

You probably haven’t heard of Volcano,
for good reason. It is small: population
100. Although it lies only 60 miles from
Sacramento, itis so hidden in the Amador
County foothills, it feels a world away.

Volcano looks like it’s slept through the
last century of California life. But there’s
news here, thanks to Tracey and her
husband, Mark. Professional hoteliers, they
moved to Colorado for work but longed to
return to their native California—and, for
Tracey, to Amador County. “T came here
as a little girl and always wanted to come
back.” They launched a restaurant, Taste,
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in nearby Plymouth, then found Volcano
and the old Volcano Union Inn.

The Berkners transformed the Volcano
Union into a simple but stylish four-room
inn with a terrific restaurant downstairs.
The Union Pub’s seasonal menu has many
strengths, but my advice is to head immedi-
ately to the fried chicken. The wine list is
strong on the reds—Zins, Barberas—
Amador County is known for.

The world’s best bar

Exploring Volcano won’t take long. Stroll
Consolation and Main Streets, and you
see a scattering of stone buildings left
from Volcano’s mining boomtown days:
an armory, a country store, an art gallery.
But mainly in December, you experience
the kind of peace that is paradoxically
hard to find during the holidays.

At Main Street’s south end lies Volca-
no’s other anchor: the St. George Hotel,
built in 1862, balconied and grand. Its
Whiskey Flat Saloon has everything you
want in a small-town bar: local gossip,
moose head on the wall, and the feeling
that every molecule of oxygen in the place
has been soaked 10 years in bourbon. GQ
magazine named Whiskey Flat one of the
best bars in the world. I sat on my barstool
wondering whether GQ cover models would
storm the front door (Look! It’s Brad Pitt in
Marc Jacobs!). It didn’t happen. “People
don’t know where Volcano is,” the guy on
the next barstool told me. “And that’s how
we like it.”

Right, I thought, stepping out into the
night. At least until the next Yelp review.

Turn the page for more around Volcano »



Around Volcano

Detours worth taking

20 minutes away

Sutter Creek

Volcano’s nearest neighbor has
one of the most appealing down-
towns in Gold Country.

A few favorite stops:

Chaos Glassworks. David
Hopman pulls molten glass from
afiery furnace and spins it into
works of astonishing beauty while
you watch. Great Christmas orna-
ments. 121-A Hanford St.; 209/
267-9317.

Gallery 10. Fine paintings, pottery,
and jewelry from Sierra Foothills
artists. 15 Eureka St.; 209/267-0203.
Susan’s Place. Panini, pita wraps,
and other Mediterranean bites
served on a pretty patio. $§;

15 Eureka St.; 209/267-0945.

Sutter Creek Theatre. A hand-
some go-year-old theater that
hosts folk and jazz and blues.
Lots of holiday stuff this month.
44 Main St.; suttercreektheater.com
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LEFT Taste restaurant
in Plymouth. BELOW
Sutter Creek’s Main
Street, decked out for
the holidays.

40 minutes away

Amador wine country
The vineyards lie just northwest
of Volcano, and in theory you can
drive straight there on backroads.
We tried it twice and got lost
twice. So we recommend going
back to Sutter Creek, then heading
north on State 49 to Plymouth and
the wineries. Get a map at amador
wine.com

Our top winery stops:

C.G. Di Arie Vineyard & Winery.
Small-lot Zins, including one,
Southern Exposure, said to be
from the oldest Zinfandel vines in
the United States. 19919 Shenan-
doah School Rd., Plymouth; 209/
245-4700.

Sobon Estate. Lots of history (the
winery is 150 years old and has a
small museum), and a winning
Zinfandel port. 14430 Shenandoah
Rd., Plymouth; 209/245-6554.
Wilderotter Vineyard. Syrah and
Zin, beautiful Italianate tasting
room and patio overlooking vine-
yards. 19890 Shenandoah School
Rd., Plymouth; 209/245-6016.

And for a bite to eat ...

Taste. Volcano Union Inn owners’
urbane, celebrated restaurant

in downtown Plymouth. $ss;

9402 Main St.; 209/245-3463.
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